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Introduction  

The Colonial Park Fire Company #1 was founded on February 7, 1944 by six local citizens who were Air Raid 

Wardens during World War II.  At the current time, the Colonial Park section of Lower Paxton Township had 

roughly 3,000 people residing in it. 

From February 1944 until present, Lower Paxton Township has gone through a superior growth phase; one that 

has almost outshined Harrisburg City in 2010.  The township now consists of 28.1 square miles.  Colonial Park 

proper has expanded to approximately 25,000 residents and Lower Paxton Township has grown to 45,300 

residents, only 2,050 less than the population of Harrisburg City.  Lower Paxton Township is also the sixth 

largest township and nineteenth largest municipality of the 2,500 municipalities throughout the state. 

The Colonial Park Fire Company coverage area consists is roughly twelve square miles, almost all of it being 

suburban and commercial developments.  The population density for the densest part of Colonial Park is 2,800 

people per square mile.  Our primary response area is also scattered with several ñtarget hazardsò which means, 

from a fire department stance, ña more complex building or group of buildings that present a greater threat or 

potential problem than a single family dwellingò.  Colonial Park is home to a hospital, conventional mall, large 

strip mall, several small shopping centers, twelve apartment complexes, seven large hotels, seven schools, three 

assisted living centers, and a currently unoccupied commercial 5-story building.  Colonial Park also contains 

hundreds of commercial and industrial buildings that range from the 500 square feet Metro Bank to the 150,000 

square feet Pepsi manufacturing facility. 

The Colonial Park Fire Company is dispatched by the Dauphin County Emergency Management Agency and 

assigned Company 33 as its designation.  It is regularly assisted on all fires by the other two Lower Paxton 

Township Fire Companies:  Paxtonia Fire Company (Company 34) and Linglestown Fire Company (Company 

35).  Mutual aid agreements are also maintained with several fire companies outside of Lower Paxton 

Township.  The Colonial Park Fire Company operates a fleet of apparatus consisting of: 

¶ 2008 KME ñEngine 33ò used for pumping water from hydrants to hose lines and extinguish fires 

¶ 2000 Spartan ñRescue/Engine 33-1ò used for extricating victims from motor vehicle accidents 

¶ 1998 Spartan 75ô ñLadder 33ò used for search, rescue, and access to buildings 

¶ 2004 Ford F-450 ñSquad 33ò used for transporting equipment and manpower to scenes 

¶ 2008 Ford F-550 ñTraffic 33ò used for protecting scenes and directing traffics at all incidents 

¶ 2009 Chevy Tahoe ñChief 33ò used for incident command and control at incidents 

¶ 1997 Ford Explorer ñChief 33-1ò used for incident command and control at incidents 

¶ 2006 Chevy Equinox ñDuty Officer 33ò used for handling miscellaneous non-emergency incidents 

The Colonial Park Fire Company is staffed by a 100% professional volunteer crew of roughly 50 personnel that 

handle the administration, operation, and finances for the company.  The firehouse is staffed with a crew on 

duty and in station ready to respond 98% of the time, partly in thanks to a college Live-In program.  The 

program allows college students with an interest in the fire department to live free of cost at the firehouse in 

return for responding on emergency incidents at all times which they are available. 
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From The Chiefôs Desk 

 

I want to start off by saying that is an honor and a privilege to present this annual report; it represents the hard 

work of our firefighters and administrative staff in 2011.  The Colonial Park Fire Company consists of 53 

highly trained, motivated and dedicated individuals, which on many occasions during the year, place serving the 

community above their own personal needs or comfort.  Truly, without each of them, we do not exist as a 

volunteer fire company. 

First I would like to acknowledge and express my gratitude toward our governing body of elected township and 

county officials for their support of this fine organization.  We have admirable and functional well-equipped 

apparatus that allows us to do our jobs in a safe and efficient manner. We have an outstanding training site 

available to us at Harrisburg Area Community College that gives us the ability to train our firefighters to the 

many different emergency situations they will face daily.  We are fortunate even in these tough economic times, 

to be financially sound thanks to your support, our frugal spending habits, and the Pennsylvania State Firemanôs 

Relief funds. 

Finally, we are very fortunate to have the support from the community. As is evident, it takes the entire 

townshipôs dedication to provide the best emergency services possible.  We enjoy helping the community in 

which we live and serve, and enjoy experiencing their appreciation for us with the many visits to the firehouse 

and food, monetary donations, cookies and cards around the holidays. 

As I start my third year as the Chief of Department, I want to reiterate my pledge that the Colonial Park Fire 

Company will continue to train smarter, spend funds sensibly, and continue to respond to emergency calls in a 

safe, fast, and professional manner.  We will continue to do our best everyday to provide a professional service 

to Lower Paxton Township and the surrounding mutual aid municipalities.  Our overall goal every year will be 

to remain number one in customer and fireman satisfaction.  We will also strive to make a difference in the 

community through emergency response, fire prevention and education, and customer service. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Thomas I. Swank Jr. 
 

Thomas I. Swank Jr. 

Fire Chief 

Colonial Park Fire Company 
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Emergency Responses By The Numbers 

 

The Colonial Park Fire Company received 903 calls for service requiring a response.  The pie chart above 

breaks down the 903 incidents into categories based on the National Fire Incident Reporting Systems (NFIRS).   

Category #1 (Fires) is generally what most people think of when they picture a fire department.  This includes 

all structural, wild land, rubbish, and vehicle fires. 

Category #2 (Overheat, No Fire) pertains to situations where machinery or vehicles overheated and created a 

hazard but were not physically on fire at the time of arrival by fire department personnel. 

Category #3 (MVA/Rescue/EMS) includes motorized vehicular accidents (MVAs) as well and any other type of 

rescue incident and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) responses. 

Category #4 (Hazardous Conditions) pertains to incidents including Carbon Monoxide incidents, hazardous 

material spills and leaks, and power lines down. 

Category #5 (Service Calls) includes water and steam leaks, citizen complaints for open burning, assistance 

requested by Lower Paxton Police Department for traffic control, and public service requests of various nature. 

Category #6 (Good Intent Calls) refers primarily to incidents received for odors of smoke that result in no 

problem found and incidents when the fire department is cancelled by another agency prior to arrival on scene. 

Category #7 (Fire Alarms ï False) includes all fire alarms responded to where no fire was found upon arrival. 

Category #8 (Severe Weather) were incidents primarily due to flooding during storms in August and September. 
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Emergency Responses By The Numbers 

 

The above chart shows the distribution of responses for each day of the week and also for each 8-hour period of 

the day (0000 ï 0800 hours, 0800-1600 hours, and 1600-2400 hours) for all 903 responses handled in 2011.  

Saturdays and Sundays were almost equally as busy with 145 and 140 incidents respectively.  Wednesday was 

the busiest day of the week with 146 incidents.  Overnight hours from midnight until 8:00AM are the least busy 

time for personnel.  The average turnout of personnel per incident was ten personnel per call. 

An emergency response is one that requires the use of lights and 

sirens due to the urgency of the incident.  Not all fire department 

responses require an emergency response as some responses are not 

deemed life threatening and can be handled in the non-emergency 

(without lights and sirens) mode. 

The Colonial Park Fire Company was able to respond in an average 

of seven minutes and fifteen seconds (7:15) from dispatch time to 

arriving on scene for all calls requiring an emergency response.  This 

response time includes mutual aid responses outside of the Colonial 

Park first due area.  Without mutual aid responses included, the 

average response time is six minutes and fifty-five seconds (6:55).  

These response times are below the nationally recognized standards 

of response times. 
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